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ACCOUNT 


OF THE 


CAMPAIGN. 


H E King. perceiving by the behaviour of the 

court of Vienna, that it was determined on war, 

took all poſſible meaſures tor making a proper 
reſiſtance. The chief command in Pruſſia he conferred 
on marſhal Lehwald, and that in Sileſia on marſhal 
Schwerin, reſerving to himlelf that of the principal 
army intended to act in Saxony and Bohemia. 

The intrizues of the court of Saxony had, for ſome 
years, been no ſecrer. Her political ſchemes and mili- 
tary projects had tranſpired. It was well known that 
the Saxon generals had made choice of the poſt of Pir- 
na for the rendezvous of their troops, as the moſt 
convenient, either for deceiving the Pruſſian army, in 


caſe of its advancing into Bohemia, or for receiving 


ſuccours from the Auſtrians. 

Upon the ficit motion of our troops, for marching in- 
to Pomeran!a, or, in cafe of neceſſity, for joining mar- 
ſhal Lehwald, the Saxons abandoned all their garriſons 
bordering on Brandenburg, and took polt between the 
Moldaw and the Elbe. They afterwards returned to 
their quarters; and a ſecond time broke up and repair- 
ed to their reſpective cantonments. The motive on 
which they acted being known, proper meaſures were 
taken, and the king marched with his troops,divided into 
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three columns, towards Pirna, The firſt ſet out from 
the dutchy of Magdeburg, under the command of 
prince Ferdinand of Brunſwick, directing their route 
by Leipſic, Kemnitz, Freyberg, and Dippoldſwalde, 
to Cotta, The ſecond, in which was the king, march- 
ed thro' Pretſch, Torgau, Lonmatſch, Wilſdruff, 
Dreſden, and Zehiſt. The third, commanded by che 
prince of Brunſwick-Bevern, croſſing Luſatia, took 
its route through Elfterwerde, Bautzen, and Stolpe, 
to Lohmen. Theſe three columns arrived on the very 
ſame Day at the camp of Pirna, which they inveſted. 
It is neceſſary, in order to underſtand more clearly the 
ſubſequent ſas, to give a particular detail of the poſt 
of Pirna. I his poſt joined on the right to the for:rels 
of Sonneſtein; on the leſt to that of Konigſtein; 

the front was inacceſſible. Nature, in this extraordi- 

nary ſpot, ſcems to have delighted in forming a fort- 
refs, without the aſſiſtance of art. No better idea 
can be formed of it, than by imagining a craggy rock, 
in {ome parts covered with vaſt pine-trees, of which 
the Saxons, for their greater ſecurity, had felled great 
numbers. Behind Sonneſtein and Pirna flows the 
Elbe, amidſt rough and inaceſſible rocks. 

The Pruſſian army was no ſooner encamped round 
this poſt, than it was perceived, that notwithſtanding 
the inferiority of the Saxon army, the advantageous 
ſituation of the ground it poſſeſſed was ſo great, that 
it was not tobe attacked without conſiderable loſs, It 
was therefore determined to turn the attack into a 
blockade, and to treat the Saxon army rather in the 
manner of a town beſieged, than like a poſt, which 
might be attacked according to the rules of war car- 


ried on in an open country. 
On 
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On the other hand, the Saxons omitted nothing that 
might induce our generals to proceed in their march, 
and leave them behind, without attacking them : but 
former experience had tanght the Pruſhans wiſdom 
with regard to future tranſactions, If, on the one hand, 
no direct attack was thought adviſeable; ſo, on the 
other, no enemy was to be left behind. Beſides rid 
ly blockading the Saxons, it was alſo reſolved to form 
an army of obſervation, to prevent any ſuccours be- 
ing {ent from the Auſtrian army. In conſequence of 
which reſolution, we took poſſeſſion of the poſts of 
Leopoldſhain, Marckeridorf, Hel .endor!, Hennerſdorf, 
Cotta, Zehiit, and Sedlitz, as far as the Eibe, where, 
by our bridge, we had a communication with the poſts 
of Lohmen, Welen, Obreſwaden, and Schandau. In 
theſe different. places were diſtributed thirty- eight bat- 
talions, and thirty ſquadrons. Twenty- nine batta- 
lions and ſeventy ſquadrons were deſtined for Bohe- 
mia, which they cntered by detachments, moving to 
Peterſwalde, Auſſig, and Jonſdorf. This body was 
commanded by marſhal Keith, by whoſe orders general 
Manſtein made himſelf maſter of the caſtle of Ketſchen, 
taking a hundred Aullrians priſoners. The marſhal 
encamped at Jon{dorf, where he ſtaid till the end of 
the month. 

Hitherto marſhal Brown had kept cloſe in his 
camp in Kollin; M. de Piccolomini lay at Koniglgratz; 
and marſhal Schwerin, after paſſing thro' the county 
of Glatz, had advanced to Nachot, afterwards to the 
banks of the Mettaw, and laſtly to Aujet, where he 


routed a detachment of huſſars and dragoons, com- 
AZ manded 
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manded by general Bucof, and took two hundred pri- 


ſoners. Afterwards the marſhal took poſſeſſion of the 
camp of Aujeſt, and foraged under the walls of Ko- 
nigſgratz, within fight of prince Piccolomini. Near 
Hoenmant, the Pruſſian huſſurs defeated four hundred 


Auſtrian dragoons, and took many of them in their 


flight. This was all marſhal Schwerin could do. 
The camp of Konigſgratz was ſituated at the conflux 
of the Adler into the Elbe: the enemy were entrench- 


ed; and this poſt was too difficult to be attacked in 


front. It was in Saxony only where great efforts 
could be made: the Auſtrian ſuccours were to be kept 
off, and the Saxon army to be taken. Towards the 
end of September it was known that marſhal Brown 
had reccived orders to diſengage the Saxons, His ar- 
my was encamped at Budin, near the conflux of the 
Egra with the Elbe; and for executing theſe orders 
he had the choice of three ways : one by attacking 
and deſeating marſha] Keith's army, which was no eaſy 
task: the ſecond by marching to the left, thro' Bi- 
lin, and Toeplitz to enter Saxony, which laid him 
under a neceſſity of expoſing his flank to our army, 
and even of being deprived of his magazines at Budin 
and Welfern : the third by ſending a detachment 
mro' Leutmeritz, and procceding to the Saxons by 
the way of Bohmiſch-Leipe, and Schandau. This 
jaſt meaſure could not produce any thing deciſive ; the 
ground in the neighbourhood of Schandau, and Ober- 
Raden, being ſo difficult, that a ſmall body of troops 
may ſtop an eniire army. The king, however, in fo 
ſo critical a moment, judged his preſence was neceſ- 
ſary in Bohemia, Accordingly he left the camp at 
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Sedlitz on the 28th, and the ſame day reached the 


camp of Jonſdorf. On the 29th, the army in Bo- 
hemia was ordered to march : the king going before 


with eight battalions and twenty ſquadrons, encamped 


at Tirmitz, where the ſcouts of the army brought ad- 
vice, that marſhal Brown was, the next day, to paſs 
the Egra. The beſt way, now, doubtleſs was to 
draw near the enemy, in order to obſerve all their mo- 
tions, and awe them by an army always ready for ac- 
tion. On the 3oth, all the troops followed the king 
in two columns. The van had ſcarce gained the 
heights of Baſcopol, when they perceived a camp in 
the plain of Lowoſitz, its right joining the Elbe and 
Wilhota, Lowoſitz in its front, and Sulowitz on its 
left, the extremity of which extended itſelf behind the 
ponds of Schirkowitz. The van continued its march 
to Welmina. This village is fituated in a bottom 
ſurrounded by mountains, moſt of which reſemble the 
form of a ſugar-loaf. 

The king ordered the foot to advance with all poſ- 
ſible diſpatch, to occupy the heights, and take poſſeſſion 
of all the paſſes leading into the plain of Lowoſitz. 
The army arrived late, and remained all night in cos 
lumns, at a ſmall diſtance from the van- guard. The next 
day, being the ſirſt of October, the king ſent at day-break 
to reconnoitre the enemy; but a thick fog on the plain 
preven ted any clear obſervationoſ objects irom the emi- 
nences. The town of Lowolitz was perceived as thro' a 
crape, and in the plain between that town and Suowitz 
were ſeen two columns of cavalry, each conſiſting of 
about five ſquadrons. It was determined to draw up the 
army, and immediately one column of infantry form- 
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ed on the right, the other on the left, and the cavalry 
compoſed a ſecond line. The ground where we ſorm- 
ed ourſelves in order of battle contained only the fix 
battal.ons of the van, the ground continuing to widen 
towards the Jeſt. The declivity of theſe mountains 
was covered with vineyards, divided into a great 
many little incloſures by ſtone walls three feet high, 
as belonging to different perſons. In thele vineyards 
marſhal Broun poſted his Pandours to ſtop us ; ſo that 
as every battalion of the left entered the line, it was 
ebliged to engage the enemy. But their fire being 
faint or unſteady, it confirmed us in our opinion, that 
marſhal Brown was retreated, and that the Pandours 
and bodies of cavalry ſeen in the plain were his rear. 
This opinion appeared the more plauſible, from the im- 
poſſibility of ſeeing any appearance of an army, the fog 
hiding every thing from us, and did not diſperſe till 
paſt eleven. Orders were given for canonading the 
cavalry in the plain, upon which it ſeveral times alter- 
ed its form; ſometimes it appeared numerous; ſome- 
times drawn up chequer-ways; ſometimes in three 
contiguous lines; ſometimes five or ſix troops filed off 
to the left, and diſappeared. At laſt, weary of ſuch 
trifling, it was thought that, by ordering twenty ſqua- 
drons of our horſe to charge, this rear-guard would 
be difperſed, and thereby an end put to the action, 
Our dragoons having formed at the foot of the emi- 
nence where our infantry were poſted, charged and 
broke the Auſtrian horſe. But they received a flank 
fire from the infantry in Lowoſitz and Sulowitz, 
Which obliged them to return to their poſts at the foot 


of the mountain. It was not before this apprehended, 
that 
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that the- enemy were facing us with their whole army. 
The king at that time was for placing his cavalry be- 
hind in a ſecond line ; but before this order could be 
brought, prompted by their natural impetuolity, and a 
deſire of ſignalizing themſelves, they charged again, 
bore down all oppoſition, paſſed through the ſame flank 
fire as at the firlt charge, purſued the enemy above 
three hundred paces, and, in the exceſs of ardour, eroſſ- 
ed a ditch ten feet wide. Beyond this ditch, at the 
diſtance of three hundred paces, was another ; behind 
which appeared the Auſtrian infantry, drawn up in 
order of battle. Immediately ſixty pieces of cannon 
played upon our horſe, which thereupon repaſſed the 
ditch, and returned to our infantry at the foot of the 
mountain, without being followed. The king would 
not admit of any more ſuch ſallies, and thereſore or- 
dered the cavalry to poſt itſelſin the rear of the infan- 
try. About this time the fire on the left wing began 
to increaſe. Marſhal Brown had ſucceſſively brought 
on twenty battalions, who, paſſing by Lowoſitz, lined 
the banks of the Elbe, to ſupport the Pandours in the 
vineyards, where our infantry briskly drove them from 
one wall to another; and, continuing to purſue them, 
ſeveral of them, in their fright, threw themſelves into 
the Elbe; whilſt another body ſheltered themſelves in 
the firlt houſes of Lowoſitz, and made a ſhew of de- 
fending them. Our fecond line of infantry mixed 
with the firſt, our left ſtretched itſelf to the Elbe; and 
and in this diſpoſition advanced towards Lowoſitz. 
Our grenadiers fired in through the doors, windows, 
and roofs of the houſes, in the burning of which the 
battalion of Kleiſt and captain Bornſtædt chiefly di- 
ſtinguiſhed themſelves. In this action, tho' only the 

attack 
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attack of a poſt, every ſoldier of the left wing fired 
ninety ſhot, They had no more powder, nor ammu- 
nition for their cannon ; notwithſtanding which, the 
regiment of Itzenblitz and Manteufe! entered Lowo- 
ſitz with their bayonets fixed, and drove before them 
nine freſh Auſtrian battalions, which marſhal Brown 
had juſt poſted there, The battle concluded with a 
diſorderly flight of the Anſtrians, What hindered our 
cavalry from taking advantage of it was, firſt, the 
broad ditch mentioned in deſcribing the ſecond gallant 
attack made by our horſe ; and ſecondly, the maſterly 
diſpoſition of marſhal Brown, in taking all the left of 
his infantry, which had not been attacked, to cover 
his broken troops, which were flying in the utmoſt 
conſuſion. In this order marſhal Brown waited the 
approach of night to retreat. At an hour after mid- 
night he began his march towards his camp at Budin, 
breaking down all his bridges over the Egra. The 
next day the prince of Bevern was detached with a 
body of eight thouſand men to Schirkowitz, which 
was on our right; and from whence he ſent out par- 
ties along the Egra, to reconnoitre the paſles, 

The intention of this army inBohemia being only to co- 
yer the blockade of the Saxon camp, it was not thought 
proper to make any further progreſs in Bohemia, to 
take Leutmeritz, or paſs the Egra. It was ſufficient 
to have defeated the Auſtrian army, And thereby ren- 
dered it incapable of making any large detachment, 
The Pruſſian army was, indeed, one third inferior 
in number to that of the enemy, yet ſtill thought 
themſelves ſufficiently ſuperior to the Auſtrians. 

This battle, or rather action, laited ſeven hours, dur- 
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ing which the cannonading was inceſſant on both 
ſides; yet the loſs on our fide was ſo ſmall, that the 
whole number of our dead amounts only to ſix hundred 
fifty - three, among which, indeed, is the worthy gene- 
ral Ludritz, who can never be ſufficiently lamented ; 
the wounded were eight hundred, many of whom are 
already returned to their reſpective corps. We have 
taken from the enemy five hundred priſoners, four 
pieces of cannon, and three ſtandards. Marſhal Brown 
has about two hundred forty nine of our horſe priſon- 
ers, the greateſt part of whom are Cuiraſhers, whoſe 
horſes being killed after leaping the ditch, could not 


rejoin their regiment. The Pruſſian army encamped 


on the field of battle, where it continued without mo- 


leſtation, foraging even within cannon ſhot of the ene- 


my's army, few or no Auſtrians appearing, 

On the ſixth advice came that marſhal Brown had made 
a detachment, in which was his own regiment; and that 
theſe troops had moved to Raudnitz, and were advan- 
cing towards i3ohmiſchleipe. It was known that this 
body, conſilting of fix thouſand men, were marching 
for the frontiers of Saxony. Tho' the weakneſs of this 
detachment could cauſe little apprehenſion, it was 
thought that our army in Saxony, conſiſting only of 
thirty ſquadrons, might want a reinforcement of horſe; 
eſpecially if the Saxons ſhould attempt to force the paſs 
of Helendorf, where the cavalry might be uſefully 
employed, particularly in the plains of Peterſwalde. 
Theſe conſiderations determined the king to go thither 


in perſon. Accordingly, ſetting out from Lowolitz, 


on the thirteenth, with fifteen ſquadrons of dragoons, | 


ke arrived at his other army on the fourteenth at noon. 
Since 


121 

Since the tenth, great changes had happened in the 
camp at Pirna. The Saxons had that day endeavour- 
ed to throw a bridge over the river at Wilſtead. We 
had there a redoubt, from whence captain Dickwede, 
who was there with fifty of Bevern's grenadiers, fired 
on their battoes. He took ſeven or eight of them, and 
others he ſunk with his cannon ; ſo that the deſign of 
the Saxons miſcarried. The enemy now altered their 
deſign, and, ſeeing the difficulty of tranſporting their 
battoes on the Elbe, where they had the fire of three 
Pruſſian redoubts to paſs, they there ore loaded their 
pontoons on -horſes, and carried them by land to a 
place near Konigſtein, oppoſite to the village of Halb- 
ſtædtel. This outlet of their camp had excited the 
attention of the Saxons, as being the moſt eaſy, for 
receiving the ſuccours they expected from the Au- 
ſtrians. For the better underſtanding of this relation, 
it will be neceſſary to break here the thread of the nar- 
rative, in order to deſcribe the nature of the ground, 
which is known to be the baſis of military diſpoſiti- 
ons. The foregoing deſcription of the poſt of Pirna 
has ſhewn its ſituation to be very ſtrong ; but with 
this deſect, that it is as difficult io come out of it as 
to force it. According to the ſituation of the ground 
the Saxons could attempt to force a paſſage only by 
Hermſdorf and Hellendcrf. This would have been cer- 
tainly attended with great loſs, though there was a 
probability of ſaving by this attempt a part, at leaſt, 
of their men. It cannot but be thought that they were 
entirely unacquainted with the ſituation of Habſtadt, 
Burgerſdorf, and*chandau, or at leaſt with the diſpoſi- 


tion of the Pruſſians in theſe poſts. General Leſchz 
witz, 


r 


13 1 
witz, with eleven battalions and fifteen ſquadrons, was 
poſted between Schandau, and a village, called by the 


people of the country, Wendiſche-Fere ; and oppoſite 
to him, in the villages of Mittledorf and Altendorf, 


encamped marſhal Brown with his detachment. Leſch- 
witz was much ſtronger than Brown. The impracti- 
cable ſituation of theſe rocks hindered the Auſtrians 
from advancing to Burgerſdorf. This could not be 
done without attacking a body double their number, 
or filing off two a-breaſt, in ſight of general Leſch. 
witz, towards Alſtadt. Where the Saxons intended 
to paſs is a ſmall plain, in the centre of which ſtands 
Lilienſtein, a ſteep mountain. On both ſides of this 
rock, in the form of a creſcent, five battalions of gre- 
nadiers guarded an impracticable abatis, or barricado 
of fell'd trees. Behind them, at the diſtance of five 
hundred paces, two brigades of foot were placed in 
the defile of Burgerſdorf, ſupported by five ſquadrons 
of dragoons; and behind this defile is Zeigenruck, a 
perpendicular rock, ſixty feet high, and which forms 
a ſemi-circle round theſe difficult poſts, joining the 
Elbe at its two extremities. At this inconvenient 
place however it was, that on the eleventh the Sax- 
ons began to form their bridge. Our officers, inſtead 
of diſturbing, ſuffered them to finiſh it. The deſcent 
from Tirmſdorf towards the E'be is tolerably practi- 
cable ; but after they had finiſhed their bridge, the 
great difficulty remained of climbing up the rock, from 
whence they could go only by one foot-path to Al- 
ſtedtel. It was on the twelfth in the evening that 
they began their march. Two battalions of grena- 
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diers, aſter infinite difficulty, got on the other ſide. 
On the thirteenth this road was. intirely deſtroyed by 


the continual rains; ſo that there was no poſſibility 
of getting their cannon from their entrenchments ; 
and accordingly they left them behind. This day 
their cavalry, their baggage, and their rear found 
themſelves confuledly embarraſſed, one being ſtopped 
by another. The difficulty of the paſſage hindering 
the march of their troops, the van could only file off 
one by one, whilſt the main body and the rear were 
obliged to remain motionleſs on the ſame place. On 
the th irtcenth, very early in the morning, prince Mau- 
rice of Anh alt received the firſt advice of the retreat 
of the Saxons. Our troops, without delay, marched 
in ſeven columns. It was with great labour they 
climbed thoſe rocks, during which, however, they met 
with no oppoſition, Upon gaining the height they 
formed; and our Huſſars fell upon four Saxon ſqua- 
drons, which compoſed their rear-guard, and drove 
them to their infantry near Tirmſdorf. Our independ- 
ent companies of hunters lodging themſelves in a wood 
on the flank of theſe troops, extremely galled them 
with their fire. At the ſame time prince Maurice or- 
dered the foot regiment of Pruſſia to advance on an 
eminence to the right of the Saxons; and two pieces 
of cannon being brought to play on their rear- guard, 
a general flight enſued. The huſſars threw themſelves 
on the baggage of the army, and plundered it; and 
the hunters conveyed themſelves into the woods near 


the Elbe; from whence they galled the rear-guard in 
its ret reat. The Saxons now loſt all preſence of mind, 
and 


Fw 


and cut down their bridge, which was carried away 


by the current to the poſt of Raden, where it was ſtop- 
ped. The Pruſſian army encamped. on the eminence 
of Struppen, its left joining to the Elbe, and the 
right extending along a large hollow way, terminating 
near Hennerſdorf. Such were the ſituations of the 
Pruſſian, Saxon and Auſtrian troops, when the king 


arrived on the fourteenth with his dragoons at the 


camp at Struppen. The Saxons depended on the Au- 
ſtrians making vigorous efforts to relieve them: the 
Auſtrians waited for the notice of a certain ſignal to 
begin the attack, which was not given. The Sixons 
were incloſed in a place from whence there was no 
paſſage, without encountering almoſt unſurmountable 
difficulties; ſo that, tho' the king of Poland, who 
was at Konigſtein, was ardent for making an attack, 
his generals convinced him of the utter impoſſibility 
of it. Morſhal Brown, perceiving all the danger of 
the ſituation he was then in, retreated on the four- 
reenth towards Bohemia. Warneri, with his huffurs, 
fell upon the rear of the Aultrians, conliiting of three 
hundred huſſars, and two hundred Pandours; and 
routing them, the Hungarian infantry was put to the 
ſword. 

This affair, which gave riſe to ſo many debates and 
reproaches among the Auſtrian and Saxon generals, 
is very eaſily decided. From an ocular inſpection of 
the places, it appears, that neither had a ſufficient 
knowledge of the ground which the Saxons had pitch- 
ed upon for their retreat, and to which alone was 
owing the ſurrender of the Saxon army. 
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The king of Poland ſeeing his army in ſuch a ſitua- 
tion, that it could not ſorce a paſſage by the ſword, 
and without all hopes of proviſions or ſuecours, per- 
mitted his troops to ſurrender themſelves priſoners of 
war. Count Rutoſski was appointed to draw up the 
capitulation. The king made no difficulty of reſtor- 
ing the colours, ſtandarde, and kettle-drums, which 
were carried to the king of Poland at Konigſtein. A 
neutrality was granted this fortreſs during the con— 
unuance of the preſent war; and the king of Poland 
being deſirous of removing into his kingdom, he was 
ſupplied with horſes, both in Saxony, and thoſe parts 


of the king's dominions through which he was to paſs, 


On the ſixteenth the Saxon army marched out, and 
and was conducted to our camp, where molt of the 
{oldiers entered, and the officers were permitted, on 
their parole, to go to their places of reſidence, 


On the eighteenth the king of Poland ſet out for 


Warſaw, The troops were withdrawn from all 
the places on the road; and the ſame regard ſhewn 
to his perſon, as crowned heads reciprocally obſerve 
towards cach other in the moſt profound peace. This 
is one of the advantages which our polite and enlight- 
enced age has over ſormer times; that in the midſt of 
war, complaiſance and humanity are obſerved, The 
queen of Poland, together with the royal family, (till 
continue in their capital; and have the ſame honour 
paid them from their enemies which ſurround them, 
as they were accuſtomed to receive from their own 
ſubjects. We cannot compare the preſent times with 
thoſe of Francis I. and Charles V. without ſeeing 
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a wide difference, and praiſing heaven for beiag born 
in aleſs barbarous age. 

Afier the ſurrender of the Saxons, the king returned 
into Bohemia, to bring back his army to winter in 
Saxony. On the twenty-fiftth marſhal Keith broke ap 
his camp at Loywoirtz, and poſted himſelf in Linai, 
his rear guard not ſezing the face of an enemy. On 
the twenty-cight we marched to Neuendorf. Oa the 
twenty-ninth at Schonwalde, the cold was increaſed 
to ſuch a degree, that the piquets for the tents could 
not be drove into the ground. Oa the thirtieth the 
Army re-entered Saxony, where it waz cantoned be- 
tween Pirna and the frontier along the Elbe, Gene- 
ral Zaſtrow, with his brig1de, was poſted at Giſhubel 
and Gottleube, where he was attacked by the Pan- 
dours ; but they were repulled with lofs, and purſued 
beyond Peterſwalde : fiice which, diſheartned by the 
warm reception they always met with, they have no 
longer offered to diſturb our advanced poſts. 

At the ſame time that the army at Lowoſitz was 
quitting Bohemia, marſhal Schwerin was ordered to re- 
turn into Sileſia. He had paſſed the Elbe at Jaromitz; 
and, after procuring all the forage poſſible, he march. 
ed towards Scalitzz to which place ſome thou- 
ſands of Hungarians fol'owing him, a body of his 
troops attacked and drove them as far as Smirſitz; 
aſter which he continued his march unmoleſted. On 
the ſecond of November he entered the county of 
Glatz, and put his army into places of cantoament, 

We have begnn taking our winter quarters ; and, 
in all appearance, the campaign is concluded for this 
year. This narrative has not been extended to a de- 
tail of ſmall particular actions, in which the public 
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are not concerned; yet juſt praiſes are not to be with- 
held from the merit of particular officers who have 
ſingularly diſtinguiſhed themſelves. Meſſieurs Siburg 
and Miltitz eſpecially ſurpaſſed themſelves at the poſt 
of Saleſel, where they were attacked by a large body 
of Pandours, whom they drove out of the hollow 
ways, where they had concealed themſclves, with 
their bayonets fixed at the mouths of their pieces. 
M. Roſen, major of Fouquet's regiment, with great 
addreſs, beat up the quarters of a party of the enemy's 
huſſars, who had boldly penetrated into the county 
of Glatz, for the ſake of pillage. M. Roſenkrantz, a 
licutenant in Wechmar's regiment, at the head of for- 
iy horſe, deſeated ſixty of the enemy's huſſars, who 
had ſtole in between Warta and Frankenſtein, and 
took more priſoners than he had men. Theſe ex— 
7!oits, which, tho' they ſeem miniatures in compari. 
jon of the capital pieces we have ſeen, are yet intitled 
to a place in the records of the age, and ſerve as ſpe- 
cimens of the talents, the capacity, noble emulation, 
and bravery, which, at preſent, is found among all the 
efcers of the Pruſſian army. | 
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Conduct of the REPUBLIC of 
P'O'L AN 


With regard to the 
PRESENT JUNCTURE. 


HE documents publiſhed by his Pruſſian maje- 
ſty, in proof of the dangerous deligns of the 
courts of Vienna and Saxony againſt him, are 

ſuch as ſhould convince the moſt incredulons, of the 
reality of the plots attributed to theſe courts. With. 
out being blinded by a- ſpirit of party, one can no 
longer entertain the lealt doubt, with regard to the 
Juſtice of his majeſty's arms, and the meaſures he 
has purſued in reſpect to the electorate of Saxony; e- 
ſpecially every Pole, who wiſhes well to his country, 
mult ſee, that the differences which have, on this oc- 
caſion, ariſen between his majeity the king of Prufſia, 
and the king of Poland elector of Saxony, do not, 
in the leaſt, concern the republic of Poland, and 
that ſhe cannot take part in them without injuſtice, 
and expoſing herſelf to the worſt conſequences, 

It is the elector of Saxony who was deſirous of (har. 
ing the ſpoils of his netghbour : it is the Saxon Prime 
miniſter who formed the plot for oppreſling Pruſſia ; 
but it is to the elector of Saxony alone that his maje- 
ſly attributes this injuſtices; and amidlt thoſe meaſures 
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which prudence didtates to him for his preſervation, 
he obſerves the greateſt moderation the preſent cir- 
cumſtances will permit. He contents himſelf with 
diiabling a ſecret, and therefore a more dangerous 
enemy, from hurting him. He treats his dominions 
with the ſame indulgent care as his own; and without 
pretending to make any conquelts, is ready to deliver 
them up to him when-ver the danger ſhall be over. 
The zeal of the Poliſh nation for its kings is not 
ſo blind, as to conſound, on this occaſion, the king of 
Poland with the elcQor of Saxony: it has not the leaſt 
relation to the republic. Very unhappy would the 


republic of Poland be, were ſhe to embark in all the 


quarrels of a foreign king, and defend the iniquitous 
proceedings of a Saxon miniſter, who ſacrifices to o- 
ther courts the intereſt of his own maſter, By interfer- 
ing in the private differences of her king, who has fo- 
reign poſſeſſions, ſhe will always ſhare in his misfor- 
tunes, but never in his advantages, The remembrance 
is (till too recent of the misfortunes which the nation 
drew upon itſelf, by endeavonring to ſecond a king of 
the ſame houſe in his ambitious views, though veiled 
with a ſpecious pretence of recovering a province 
which had been wreſted from Poland. The connecti— 
ons ſublilting between a King of Poland and the repub- 
lic, are founded only on tranſitory and momentary in- 
tereſts, which expire at the death of the former: but 
the royal family of Profſia is united to the republic of 
Poland by an eternal alliance, and by a common, na— 


tural and permanent intereſt to maintain each other; 


ties ſtronger than any treaty, The power of the houſe 
of Brandenburg, and the liberty of the republic of Po- 
land, conſtantly go hand in hand. The loſs of the one 
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will always draw after it that of the other, Praſſia will 
always be the ſtrongeſt bulwark of Poland, againſt 
thoſe who ſhall offer violence to its independency ; as 
itſelf could no longer be able to ſtand againſt a neigh- 
bour, who could accompliſh the conquelt of Poland, 
or make himſelf a ſovereign there, 

This principle it is, which has ever been a rule to 
the houſe of Brandenburg with regard to Poland. 
Ever faithful to its engagements with this (tate, it has 
diſdained to take advantage of its misfortunes, and 
ſteadily refuſed the molt &xzzling offers made to it, on 
ſo many occaſions, to the prejudice of the republic, 
It has even been its conſtant maxim, to inſert in its 
treatiez with Ruſſia, an expreſs article for the pre- 
ſervation of the liberty and independency of the king- 
dom of Poland. 

His Pruſſian majeſty now reigning, has perfectly a- 
dopted this policy, equally wiſe and juſt, which has 
been tranſmitted to him by his anceſtors. He has ne- 
ver intermeddled in the interior affairs of Poland: he has 
never encroached on the territories of that kingdom: 
and in the particular diſferences, too common be- 
tween neighbouring ſtates, he has never refuſed ju- 
ſtice to thoſe who have applied for it. In fine, he 
has omitted nothing that might tend to cultivate the 
friendſhip of the illuſtrious nation of Poland. 

The king alſo promiſes himſelf, that by a juſt re- 
turn, the republic will not ſuffer itſelf to be engaged 
in any ſtep, which may tend to prejudice the friend- 
ſhip and eternal alliance ſubſiſting between the two 


ſtates. He flatters himſelf, that the republic will ob- 
ſerve 
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ſerve an exact neutrality in the preſent criſis; and 
that it will take no part, to his majeſty's d ſadvan- 
tage, in the differences at preſent ſubſiſting between 
him and the court of Saxony ; or, if it ſhould, it 
will be in favour of its only true and natural ally. 
On this occaſion it will recur to the republic, that 


by the treaty of Velau, it has not only engaged itſelf 


to allow no paſſage through its territories, to the e- 
nemies of the houſe of Brandenburg, but that it is al- 
ſo obliged to furniſh it with ſuccours. The republic 
will naturally perceive, that in order to be entitled 
to the advantages ſtipulated by that treaty in its fa- 
vour, it muſt punctually fulfil the engagements enter- 
ed into on its ſide, In fine, every patriot Pole will 
eaſily perceive, that ſhould Poland take the fatal re- 
ſolution of joining the enemies of Pruſſia to oppreſs 
it, ſhe would only forge for herſelf thoſe chains, which 
the houſe of Auſtria has, for theſe two laſt centuries, 
been preparing for her; and that being, as it were, 
hemm'd in on all ſides by the dominions of that prin- 
ceſs, and thoſe of her allies, whom the court of Vien- 
na has found means to ſeduce from their real inte- 
reſt, it will ſooner or later nndergo the fate of Hun- 
gary and Bohemia, Kingdoms formerly no leſs elective 
than Poland. 


The artifices and deſigns of his Pruſſian majeſty's 
enemies, for ſpiriting up the republic to take part 
againſt him, are not unknown. Among other pieces, 
a ſcandalous libel has appeared, intitled Neffe ien on 
the preſent Funtture; the intention of which, under 
the name of a Poliſh gentleman, is to excite the na- 


tion to diſpute the crown of Pruſſia, under pretence, 
that 
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that this country was a fief of Poland; to reclaim the 


territories of Elbing and Draheim, and to. free them- 
ſelves from the pretended new impoſts eſtabliſhed on 
the Viſtula. Theſe aſſertions at once betray both the 
malignance and ignorance of the author. He ſhould 
have known that the crown of Pruſſia is of no preju- 
dice to Poland, and that Pruſſia is at preſent as little 
a ſief of Poland, as the latter is, at this day, a fief 


of the empire of Germany. He deſignedly conceals, 


that the king has never refuſed to enter into a com- 
poſition with the republic, in reſpect to the territories 
of Elbing and Draheim, whenever it ſhall be done a- 
greeable to juſtice, and the conſtitutions of the repu- 
blic. Laſtly, it is rom rancour alone that he gives 
the name of new-invented impolts, to ancient duties, 
which have always ſubſiſted, and concerning which 
no complaints have ever been made, as there certainly 
would, had there been any reaſon for them. Theſe 
artifices are by no means imputed to the ſound part 
of the Poliſh nation ; the ſources of theſe kinds of 
inſinuations are eaſily diſcovered. His Pruſſian ma- 
jeſty is not in the leaſt alarmed by them. He relies 
as much on the friendſhip, as on the probity and 
wiſdom of a nation, which has always diſtinguiſhed 
itſelf by theſe qualities, as well as by its religious ob- 
ſervance of treaties. 
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